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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 213458 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: OPIUM CULTIVATION IN COLOMBIA 
REFERENCE: BOGOTA 8246 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH DEA HQ WHICH IN 
TURN HAS TALKED TO SAIC BURNETT. DEA PREFERS USE OF 
HELICOPTER FOR SURVEY OF POTENTIAL OPIUM GROWING AREAS. 

THEY BELIEVE THIS IS MORE SUITABLE THAN FIXED-WING AIR- 
CRAFT AS HELICOPTER HAS PROVEN IN MEXICO A PREFERABLE 
MEANS OF VARIFYING OPIUM POPPY FIELDS. DEA PROPOSES AWAIT 
BURNETT'S RETURN TO BOGOTA BEFORE FINAL DECISION IS MADE. 

IF AFTER DISCUSSION WITH BURNETT DECISION IS MADE TO USE 
FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT. DEA WILL BE ABLE TO PROVIDE. VANCE 
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